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of a character not yet attained by those of an other nation, and as such 
they are the foundation and safeguards or the national prosperity. 
For every dollar expended on an institution like the Imperial Institute 
at Charlottenburg, the eople receive the rich dividends that come 
from supremacy in the piysical sciences which exalt human industry 
and constitute the permanent wealth of nations. 

As the institute a t  Charlottenburg represents the needs of 
the practical and business interests of the whole community, 
so would the recognition of engineering and mechanics a t  the 
agricultural colleges represent the needs of many farmers and 
progressive agriculturists. - 

MIXICAN CLIMATOLOGICAL DATA. 
Through the kind cooperation of Sefior Mariano Bhrcena, Di- 

rector, and Sefior Joe6 Zeiideja~, vice-director, of the Central 
Meteorologico-Magnetic Observatory, the monthly summaries 
of Mexican data are now communicated in manuucript, in ad- 
vance of their publication in the Boletin Mensual; an abstract 
translated into English measures is here given in continua- 
tion of the similar tables published in the MONTHLY WEATHER 
REVIEW during 1896. The barometric means have not been 
reduced to standard gravity, but this correctioii will be given 
a t  some future date when the pressures are published on oiir 
Chart IV. 

Jf'kan data for Arigasl, 1897. 
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Through the kindness of Mr. Maxwell Hall, of Montego 
Bay, Jamaica, the meteorological service of that colony has 
acceded to the request of the Editor for the prompt commu- 
nication of an abstract of the very interesting climatological 
records of that highly important West Indian service. The 
climatological summary for August, 1897, furnished by Mr. 
Hall, through his assistant, J. F. Brennan, of the Meteoro- 
logical Office, is reproduced in the following table. 

The stations Kings House, Hope Gardens, and Stony Hill 
Reformatory are near Kingston, and are not supplied with 
mercurial barometers. The barometric pressures, as given for 
these Jamaica stations, are reduced to the standard instru- 
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mental temperature (32O F.) and standard gravity (latitude 
45O and sea level), and all except Hill Garden6 are also re- 
duced to sea level. The thermometers are exposed in Steven- 
son screens, and their readings have been corrected for instru- 
mental errors. The wind movement is measured by Robin- 
son anemometers, assuming the factor 3. The amount of 
cloud is given in tenths of the whole sky; the lower clouds 
are for the most part fracto-stratus ; the middle clouds, cumu- 
lus ; and the upper clouds, cirrus or cirro-stratus. 

The observations a t  7 a. m. and 3 p. m. a t  Kingston and 
Hill Gardens are also communicated in detail by Mr. Hall, 
but are not published a t  present, although eveiitually this 
may be done, as Hill Gardens is, like Blue Mountain, an in- 
teresting mountain station, for comparison with its near 
neighbors, Castleton Gardens and Kingston. If B mountain 
summit station can be obtained this also will be published. 
Many details with regard to the climate of Jamaica will be 
found in Mr. Hall's contributions to the oficial handbook 
published by the Government of that island in 1881. 

The important mutual relations between the meteorology 
of the West Indies and the southern portion of the United 
States must stimulate the study of these records from 
Jamaica. 

Jamaica. W. I.. climOtob&d dab. -4.lcaust. 1897. 
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CYULONE IN NIUARAGUA. 
A report from Mr. M. J. Clancy, United States Consular 

Agent a t  Bluefields (received through Mr. Thomas O'Hara, 
United States Consul a t  Han Juan Del Norte), states: 

On August 15 a cyclone assed over the banana district on the Blue- 
fields River and destroyef!i?O per cent of the planta and suckers. 

On account of the widespread misuse of the word "cyclone " 
it may be questioned whether this refers to a tornado or to 
the smaller West Indian hurricane or to such destructive 
winds as accompany thunderstorms. 


